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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 FUKUOK 00179 130107Z 
ACTION SCS-06 


INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /007 W 

097619 140928Z/23 

R 130019Z SEP 78 
FM AMCONSUL FUKUOKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 953 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMCONSUL NAHA 
AMCONSUL OSAKA KOBE 
AMCONSUL SAPPORO 


UNCLAS FUKUOKA 0179 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CDES, AREG, JA 

SUBJECT: FORMAT FOR DIRECT RELAY DEATH NOTIFICATION CABLES 


REF: (A) STATE 221101, (B) STATE 199909, (C) FUKUOKA 0112 
(D) FUKUOKA 0134 

1 . POST FULLY CONCURS WITH DEPARTMENT'S OBJECTIVE IN 
RECENTLY ISSUING NEW MANDATORY GUIDANCE FOR FORMAT IN DIRECT 
RELAY DEATH NOTIFICATIONS. COSTS OF DISPOSAL OF REMAINS 

AT THIS POST CAN BE ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITIVE TO IMPECUNIOUS 
NEXT OF KIN WHO NEED TO BE CLEARLY INFORMED AND ENCOURAGED TO 
TAKE LESS COSTLY ALTERNATIVES (UNLESS MONEY IS NO OBJECT). 

2. UNFORTUNATELY, DEPARTMENT'S MANDATORY WORDING WHICH 
ALL POSTS ARE DIRECTED TO INSERT TO EFFECT THAT QTE MOST 
AMERICANS WHO DIE ABROAD ARE BURIED ABROAD UNQTE IS NOT TRUE 
FOR THIS CONSULAR DISTRICT; WILL TEND TO CONFUSE NEXT OF KIN 
AND OBFUSCATE DEPARTMENT'S REAL OBJECTIVE OF SPARING BEREAVED 
RELATIVES UNNECESSARY AND ONEROUS CHARGES FOR DISPOSAL OF 
REMAINS. 


3. IN FACT NEARLY ALL NON-RESIDENT FOREIGNERS WHO DIE IN 
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THIS CONSULAR DISTRICE (AND PERHAPS ELSEWHERE IN JAPAN, TOO) 

ARE REPARTRIATED TO THEIR HOME COUNTRIES. ONE REASON IS THAT 
CONVENTIONAL BURIAL IS PROHIBITIVELY EXPENSIVE. ACTUAL COSTS 
OF EMBALMING AND BURIAL HERE WOULD BE APPROXIMATELY 6000 DOLS. 
QUESTION IS SOMEWHAT ACADEMIC, HOWEVER, SINCE THERE IS ONLY 
ONE CEMETERY IN ENTIRE DISTRICT FOR INTERMENT OF FOREIGN 
REMAINS (LOCATED AT NAGASAKI). IT IS FULL AND CAN ACCOMMODATE 
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NO MORE BURIALS. THIS MEANS THAT A BODY WOULD HAVE TO BE 
TRANSPORTED ELSEWHERE IN JAPAN FOR BURIAL WHICH WOULD ADD ON 
EXTREMELY HIGH HEARSE TRANSPORTATION CHARGES TO ALREADY 
EXORBITANT COST OF BURIAL. 

4. POST'S SITUATION FURTHER COMPLICATED BY COMPLETE LACK 
OF MORTUARY REFRIGERATION FACILITIES IN ENTIRE DISTRICT. 

EVEN THOSE CADAVERS IN WHICH POLICE HAVE FORENSIC INTEREST 
MUST UNDERGO IMMEDIATE POST MORTEM OF ELSE INCUR HIGH CHARGES 
OF OVERLAND HEARSE TRANSPORTATION TO NEAREST AVAILABLE 
UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SCHOOL LABORATORY. REMAINS OF AMERICAN 
CITIZENS DECEASED IN THE DISTRICT MUST THEREFORE IMMEDIATELY 

BE TRANSPORTED BY HEARSE TO USAF MORTUARY FACILITY AT YOKOTA 
AIRBASE, SOME 800 MILES DISTANT VIA CROWDED ROADS. IN RECENT 
DEATH CASE IN DISTRICT HEARSE CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE ALONE 
CAME TO 1400 DOLS. FULL COST OF REPATRIATION OF EMBALMED 
REMAINS FROM THIS DISTRICT WOULD THUS RUN UP TO SOME 3500 DOLS. 

5. IT IS CUSTOM IN JAPAN TO CREMATE REMAINS WITHIN ONE OR TWO 
DAYS OF TIME OF DEATH, HENCE NO NEED FOR MORTUARY 
REFRIGERATION. BY FAR THEREFORE LEAST COSTLY ALTERNATIVE FOR 
BEREAVED RELATIVES WOULD BE TO IMMEDIATELY AUTHORIZE CREMATION 
AND AIR SHIPMENT OF ASHES. IF NO DELAYS OR COMPLICATIONS 

ARE ENCOUNTERED, THIS PROCEDURE CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED FOR THE 
SUM OF APPROXIMATELY 500 DLS. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT, 

HOWEVER, THAT RELATIVES AUTHORIZE DEPARTMENT OR POST IMMEDIATELY 
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TO FOLLOW THIS PROCEDURE. OTHERWISE. POST CANNOT GUARANTEE 
THAT HOSPITALS OR FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN REMOTE AREAS WILL NOT 
INCUR HEARSE CHARGES FOR UNNECESSARY OVERLAND TRANSPORTATION 
IN ORDER TO DIVEST THEMSELVES OF PROBLEM OF UNREFRIGERATED 
REMAINS. 

6. POST THEREFORE WISHES TO SUGGEST ALTERNATE WORDING FOR 
SENTENCE OF MANDATORY GUIDANCE QUOTED ABOVE. WE WOULD PROPOSE 
SUBSTITUTION AT THIS POST OF FOLLOWING: QTE MOST AMERICANS 

WHO DIE IN THIS AREA ARE CREMATED AND THEIR ASHES ARE 
SHIPPED BACK TO THE UNITED STATES UNQTE. 

7. DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE AND COMMENTS FROM OTHER JAPAN 
POST INVITED. 

PABST 
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